	PHI 114 - Introduction to Symbolic Logic
 

Spring Term 2012
Section 1 (UNLV Distance Education)

	Primary Instructor: Dr. Dave Beisecker

Contact Info: UNLV Department of Philosophy, CDC 429
Office Phone: (702) 895-4038
Office Hrs (in-person): Mon., Wed.  2:30-3:30

Virtual Office Hours: Mon., 3:30 – 4:30 (This is the time when I will be logged into the course and available for on-line discussion and technical assistance.) 

I can also always be messaged through the course or through my regular Email: beiseckd@unlv.nevada.edu 

Teaching Assistants: 
Tim Connolly 

Office Hrs: By appointment

Email: timkconnolly@gmail.com
Jacob Bobrowski

Office Hrs: By appointment

Email:  bobrows2@unlv.nevada.edu

	Course Objective: Our task this semester is to master the symbolization of natural language statements into propositional and predicate logic, and also to master derivation (or “proof”) systems for these logical systems.


	Text: Our on-line “text” (and tutoring system) shall be Logic and Proofs, developed by Wilfred Sieg and available through Carnegie Mellon’s Open Learning Initiative.  The content of this course is the product of many years of extensive development, and is under continuing revision in light of student achievement and feedback.  It is the single best presentation of introductory symbolic logic and on-line support I have ever encountered, and I now use it for my traditional (face-to-face) lecture course.

	Registration at OLI: Your first task this semester will be to register for the on-line course content and lab and homework support.  There is a fee of $70 for the service (think of that as replacing your ordinary textbook costs).  In order to register, you must first click on the external link  http://oli.web.cmu.edu.  When you reach the OLI site, click the link that says 'sign up now' and follow the instructions for account creation.  When prompted for an admit code, enter “DBeis114des12”, and when asked, enter the payment information for your credit card (required).  

While the OLI site can be reached on its own, we generally prefer that you access it through the course shell on UNLV web campus.  That way, we can use UNLV Web campus for announcements, online discussions, and calendar updates. 


	Schedule: Basically, we will be covering a chapter of Logic and Proofs every week (except for those weeks on which there is a scheduled exam).  A more detailed schedule can be found here and through the calendar tool in the UNLV course shell.


	Homework: You can't master a derivation system by passively sitting in a classroom, staring at a computer screen, or reading a book.  You have to apply yourself to problems (practice, practice, practice!).  Homework sets follow each chapter of “Logic and Proofs,” and I am requiring you to do each and every one.  For additional practice, there are also “labs” with an automated on-line tutor to help guide you through specific exercises.  You will need to complete these assignments and to submit them online through OLI, where they will be automatically graded.  Since I will be looking at our collective performance on these assignments in preparation for discussion threads, I must have you complete these assignments by 10pm on the Friday of the week they are assigned and lab exercises by 10pm the following Monday (that gives you the weekend to complete the labs, as well as my virtual office hour).


	Course Requirements: There will be 3 on-line exams (each comprising roughly 15% of your final grade) and a cumulative final (worth 25%).  You must take all of the exams to pass the course.  These will be graded on the standard numerical scale (90-100%=A, 80-90%=B, etc.), which means that you should not expect a curve.  

The remaining 30% of your final grade will be split between the homework assignments found at the end of every chapter and the lab assignments.  You must score at least 75% on a homework assignment to receive full credit for it.  Don’t fret about it– You will receive automatic and immediate feedback on these assignments, and I will give you two chances to achieve that score.  To receive full credit for a lab assignment, you must complete at least half of the assigned problems.

As always, borderline cases will be decided at the whim of management.


	A Final Word of Caution!!: Many past students will attest that this is a challenging course, which will require you to devote several hours each week to the text and to the assignements.  It demands that you develop certain reasoning skills rather than retain a storehouse of information. The time commitment will only increase as you proceed.  This means that it is tremendously difficult to catch up once you’ve fallen behind. You cannot put off preparing for exams until the last minute and expect to pass this course! Many have tried, … and many have failed.



	

	

	 


	

	

	


